
When Lauren gave birth to her son Colt six weeks
early, she was suddenly thrust into the unknown. As
a first-time mom, everything was new—and nothing
had gone as planned. Colt arrived on November 14,
weighing just 4 pounds, 12 ounces. He spent two
weeks in the NICU battling jaundice and requiring
oxygen. It was a frightening and uncertain time.

“You don’t know how those early days are going to
affect your baby,” Lauren shared. “The doctors and
nurses were amazing, but there was still so much I
didn’t know.”

early intervention services Lauren hadn’t even
known existed.

Shortly after bringing Colt home, Lauren met Ms.
Tina, an Early Intervention and Infant Toddler
Development Specialist. Tina has worked with the
family ever since, visiting monthly to provide
coaching, support, and developmental activities
tailored to Colt’s needs.

“Colt absolutely loves Ms. Tina,” Lauren said. “She’s
passionate and knowledgeable. She meets him
where he is and helps him grow through play. And
I’ve learned so much along the way.”
From the time Colt was three months old to now, at
two and a half, Tina has helped both Colt and Lauren
navigate each developmental stage. 

APPLAUSE!

When Colt’s doctor expressed concern about
possible speech delays, Tina stepped in with expert
strategies to support his language development. 

Today, Colt is right on track for his adjusted age and
thriving. He is counting to 20, recognizing shapes
and colors, and getting ready for preschool. He loves
books (his mom has been reading to him since the
NICU), and absolutely loves to swim!

With Tina’s guidance, Lauren gained confidence as a
parent, learning to manage her expectations and
embrace Colt’s individual pace. “I’ve learned
patience,” she reflected. “This program is not just
about helping your child, it’s about growing as a
parent, too.” Lauren says she highly recommends
the Birth to Three program, not just for children, but
for parents as well. “It’s so helpful to have someone
to talk to who is an expert rather than relying on
Google. The support has made all the difference.”

The Birth to Three program is made possible by a
generous allocation from United Way of Central
Florida, and stories like Colt’s are a testament to the
power of early intervention, strong partnerships, and
donor support. Together, we’re giving children the
best possible start while giving parents the tools and
confidence to guide them along the way!

Confidence for Colt!

That changed when
Lauren learned about
Achievement
Academy’s Birth to
Three program during
her stay at Lakeland
Regional Health.
Because Colt was born
premature, he was
recommended for 



    Top Chef of Polk County 2025: Flavors of Florida!

TITLE This year’s competitions featured ten talented
Chefs showcasing their culinary expertise and
eleven dedicated Community Leaders working
tirelessly to raise funds for Achievement
Academy’s critical programs. Their collective
efforts ensured a brighter future for the children
and families we serve.

One of the most moving moments of the evening
came when Alison and Paul Moore took the stage
to share a compelling message about their
daughter, Rosie, and the incredible ways she is
thriving through the Achievement Academy.
Their heartfelt story was a powerful reminder of
why the community’s support is so vital in
providing opportunities for children with special
needs.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all who
participated, attended, and supported this
extraordinary evening. Looking to bring some of
this culinary magic to your next event? Visit
AchievementAcademy.com/Chefs to view the full
lineup of chefs, complete with contact
information, and book your favorite for an
unforgettable dining experience.

The flavors of Florida shone bright at this year’s Top
Chef of Polk County 2025, presented by Publix Super
Markets Charities, an unforgettable evening
benefiting Achievement Academy. Despite a rainy
night, the excitement and energy never wavered as
a record sold-out crowd gathered to enjoy
outstanding cuisine, thrilling entertainment, and an
inspiring mission-driven celebration.

The evening was elevated by an incredible
performance from Nashville artist Willie Shaw, who
captivated the audience with his soulful voice and
high-energy set. Guests also engaged in a fierce Live
Auction, contributing to what became a record-
breaking fundraising night in support of children
with special needs and their families.

A highlight of the night was the culinary
competition, where Chef Jon Burns of Tantrums
Flightside Cafe and Catering dominated, sweeping
all three Chef Awards and earning well-deserved
recognition for his outstanding creations.
Meanwhile, Adam Hamid of Adrenaline Body Works
demonstrated unparalleled dedication to the cause,
securing the esteemed Top Philanthropic Award for
his fundraising efforts. 

Thank you for making Top Chef of Polk County 2025 our most successful yet - we can't wait to
see you at next year’s event!



    Thank You To Our Sponsors!

    Recognizing Excellence!

TITLEExclusive Presenting Sponsor Master Chef Sponsors

Head Chef Sponsors

Dessert Sponsors

4-D Engineering, LLC | Boring Business Systems | John & Trish Buchanan | Central Florida
Health Care | Citizens Bank & Trust | CLA | CORE Wealth Advisors | HDPE, Inc. | Mulling

Insurance | OneDigital Insurance | Payne Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc. | Phoenix
Properties, LLP | Reed Mawhinney & Link | Saddle Creek Logistics Services | Nick & Katie

Sellars | SouthState | TECO Energy | United HealthCare | John & Deborah Weber

Bank of Central Florida | Bernie
Little Distributors, Inc. | Steve &

Janice Jones | Kelley Buick GMC |
MIDFLORIDA Credit Union |

Murray Equipment Sales | Pallet
Recycle | Polk County Window &
Door | Grady & Caroline Sharpe |

Vogel Brothers Construction

Sous Chef Sponsors
Mike & Gina Brossart | Detroit
Tigers Foundation of Florida |

Dixie Signs, Inc. | Duane McQuillen
Construction, Inc. | Gordon Food
Sevice | The Heritage Group at

Morgan Stanley | Norse Metals |
Peterson & Myers, P.A. | Suncoast

Credit Union

Achievement Academy is proud to recognize Ms. Alyss
Ruster at our Winter Haven campus as Teacher of the
Year, and Ms. Terri Pitts at our Lakeland campus as
Support Person of the Year! This annual award is
selected by their peers, making it that much more
meaningful.

This year’s recognition is extra special: twelve years ago,
Ms. Alyss and Ms. Terri worked side by side in the same
classroom. Now, they are both being honored for their
unwavering commitment to the children and families
we serve.

“Ms. Alyss and Ms. Terri are exemplary educators 

and professionals,” said Principal Cindi Parker-
Pearson. “They consistently display love, care,
and excellence in everything they do. We are so
grateful to have them on our team, and this
recognition is well deserved.”

Congratulations, Ms.
Alyss and Ms. Terri! 
Your passion and
dedication creates
a lasting impact 
on our students
and their futures. We
are proud of you both!



  Community Partners Transform Lives

716 E. Bella Vista Street
Lakeland, FL 33805

Phone for All Campuses:
863-683-6504

Fax: 863-688-9292

AchievementAcademy.com
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Thank You to Our Board
We are grateful to the Board,

who selflessly give of their
time and expertise!

 
Trish Buchanan, Chair

Adil Khan, 1  Vice Chairst

Sheilitha Williams, 2  Vice
Chair

nd

Paige Campbell, Treasurer
Karli Wilkinson, Secretary

Mike Brossart, Immediate Past
Chair

Zelda Abram
Steve Earley

Heath Frederick
Jill Haladay

Janice Jones
Ana Kalman

Joe Little
Brant Masters

Carly Reifenrath
Haley Ross

Nicholas Sellars

Every child deserves the opportunity to thrive, and we are making that goal
a reality every day. Our Foundation partners enable us to provide children
with quality education and care, offer family support and guidance, and
create stronger beginnings for our community’s youngest members. 

With deepest gratitude to our foundation partners:
Campisi Family Foundation, Inc.

Detroit Tigers Foundation Of Florida, Inc.
George C. Forsythe Family Foundation

George W. Jenkins Foundation
GiveWell Community Foundation

Glenn W. and Hazelle Paxson Morrison Foundation
Iron Horse Family Foundation

Margaret McCartney & R. Parks Williams Charitable Foundation
Suncoast Credit Union Foundation

The Hilda Sutton and William D. Blanton Charitable Foundation
The Lee Foundation

The Skipping Bear Foundation, Inc.
The Walt Disney Company Foundation

The Camp Rotary Foundation Fund within the Givewell Community
Foundation

Thank you for helping us create brighter futures, one child at a time!


