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An Insplratlon to All

by Board President, Janice Tedder Jones

waiting list or the untold countless in our
community that need our help. That is

I’ve just returned from another
exciting Achievement Academy
Graduation. It was a wonderful
experience to watch these children as
they performed on stage in their “Gift of
Wings” program and ultimately, dressed
in their graduation caps and gowns,
make their way down the aisle towards
their families. I don’t know who was
prouder, the student or the family. There
was rarely a dry eye in the house.

It was bittersweet for the staff as they
said goodbye to these twenty-one
children who with their families have
become part of our larger Achievement
Academy family. Come August we will
have twenty-one new students enter our
doors. I couldn’t help and think though
of those fifty plus children on our

why our “Where Brighter Futures
Begin” Capital Campaign is so
important. There are so many more
children out there that are losing ground
as [ am writing. Our staff has the ability
and the heart to help them; we just have
to give them the facility.

In these uncertain economic times the
naysayers say that this is the worst
possible time to embark on this
campaign and that it can’t be done.
Well, I’'m sure our parents could tell you
of the many times someone has said
their child can’t. We’ve seen what these
children can accomplish so we say to
those naysayers who say we can’t do
this... YES WE CAN and WE WILL.

Special Thanks to our Dedicated Capital Campaign Advisory Board

Don’t forget to
check out our website
www.achievementacademy.com
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Taylor’s Story

I think each and every parent of a special needs child can
remember the precise moment that our lives changed and we began
this journey. Whether we knew of their diagnosis before hand, or it
blindsided us at their birth or it just crept into our lives months or
even years later. Nothing prepares you for the moment that someone
tries to tell you that your child is less than perfect in the eyes of
society. It is heartbreaking.

Rachel

For me personally, I did not know that Taylor would have Down
syndrome until the moment that she was born. I knew very little about
Down syndrome and I was terrified. The on-call pediatrician came
into my room and told me that my precious little baby had a heart
defect, he thought she might be deaf and that there was a big
possibility that she would never read or write. He said "I'm sorry" and
left the room. And with him, he took all of my hope for my child's
future with him. Over the next several months, I did all of the things I
was supposed to do. We saw specialists, we got involved in early
intervention, we learned as much as we could about Down syndrome
and I cried... a lot. I felt so lost and devastated...I did not know what
to do. There were days that I felt hopeless.

Jonathan

., Zachariah

Ty'Ree

Then I found the Achievement Academy. They became my life
line. They encouraged me and my family. They loved my daughter
exactly the way she is. They had high expectations of Taylor and
insisted that we do the same, and so we do. Because of each and every
person at the Achievement Academy, my daughter's future is bright. I
know that she may do the things she wants to do at a slower pace than
you or I, but she CAN DO and BE ANYTHING she wants to be.

This great school didn't only change the life of a special little girl
who just so happens to have Down syndrome, it changed the life of
her whole family...they gave us our hope back. There aren't enough
words to say thank you for that!

This year’s graduation ceremony was held on Friday, June
Sth at the Bartow Civic Center. It was a great evening as we
celebrated the successes of our graduates. The theme for the -
event was “The Gift of Wings”. We are so proud of all th\i

have accomplished and wish them all the best.

Please donate today. Help the Achievement Academy continue
providing services to special children like Taylor.
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Name: Donations may be made by check, credit card or billed.
Visa or MasterCard
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FOR KIDS Friends and Families Card #
Walk Together to Support the City: State:__ Zip: Exp. Date: cov
Special Thanks to Special Sponsors Achievement Academy Phone: Amt. Enclosed: Please Bill:
. . . . th
K & D Electric Wachovia What a beautiful morning May 16™ was as over 150' people .of I pledge at the following giving level:
Masonry Systems, Inc. Best Buy all ages came out to raise awareness for children with special - a
R.D. Lange Coverall needs. The day started off with the cadence from the Lakeland $1,000 + Visionary $999-500 Inspiration $499-250 Discover "
Construction Tommy & Lyn Oakley High School Drum Line and cheers from the Lakeland High $249-100 Exploration $99-1 Foundation e
Russell McAdoo L e Youth School Cheerleaders. A special thank you to everyone who — -y
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Installers . . . A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING
Publix Credit Union TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352, WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.



